THE SCOTT LIGUOR LAW

Declared Unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court of Ohio.

Terree Democrats Afflrming and Two
Hopublicans Dissenting=—His-
tory of the Long Contest—

The Effect on Taxes,

Corumuvs, 0., Oct. 20.—The Buprems
Court this morning rendered a deuision upon
the Beott Law, declaring it to be unconstitu-
ticmal. The case was that of the State, ex
rel. George W. Conrey, va. David Sinks,
Treasurer of Miami County, applying for a
writ of mandamus to compel Sinks to accept
the tax.

The Comrt refused the mamndamus, on the
ground of the unconstitutionality of the law.
There were fow persons present and the
Judges went immediately into the consulta-
tion roown, after the short announcement,
Judges Okey, Follett and Owens, the three
Demuceratic mombers madoe the decision,
Johoson and  Mellvaine, the two Republican
Judges, dissonted. A year sgo the vote stood
4tolin favorof the law, Judge Okey the
only Democrat dissenting,

The manjority of the Court held that the
len clause of the Seott Law is a license law,
therefore the whole ket 18 vold.

Civeixxari, Oct 28 —Thomas MwvDougal,
Attorney for Hamilton County in the Scott
Law suits, in an interview to-day, sald:

“After the possage of the law the Suprema
Court wus cotupased of four Hoepublicans
and one Demoerat,. That court decided the
law to be constitutional In 1583 the court
was composed of three Democrats and two
Hepublicans, Two cases camne up before it
one from Cleveland and one from Humilton
County, The majority of the court, the three
Democrats, decided in the Hamilton County
vase that the petition did not warrant
e court 141 passing upHon the
juestion of constitutionality, I'he Re-
publicons  dissented, but unitel in con-
firmung  the Jjudgment of the court
below  that it was constitutional The
Cleveland case came up last May, in-
volving two questions, flest, the constitu-
tionality of imposing a money burden on the
traflic as an evil; the second, its coustitution-
ality as o lien on  the bullding or property.
The Democrats decided the lien unconstitu-
tional, because it was in substance a liconse;
Republicans dissenting.

“Until the opinion that hes now been given
by the Democrats is given in full, it is {upos-
sible to tell the grounds on which it is based
Whether it denies the power to impose a tax
upon the traflic as an evil, or whether the
form in which it is done by the Scott Law is
unconstitutional,

“The financial effect of the declsion is ap-
parently disastrous. All the money paid in
this year will have 1w be refunded, and no
more can be collected, As to the &,00K),000
or thereabout paid in last year the question re-
mains for settlement, whether the HULlll[d
limiting suits for recovery to be commencad
within one year will apply. This will depend
upon whether che amount paid shall be de-
cided to be a tax or an sssessment, or neithr,
If a tax, the limitation applies, if an assess-
went, it may be recoveral from the county,
and if peither, then the question is unsettled
whether or not the county will be required to
refund.

“*The amount involved for Hamilton County |
ie a little over 400,000 for last year and the
same for this year, So that if compelled to
refund, provision must be tade for #5000,
But unfortunately the revenue from the six-
teen wills levy which Hamilton County is
permitted to make is already exceeded, and a
sult in mandamus s now pending by the
Board of Eduacation to compel the Auditor to
place her four mills on the tax duplicate,
I'he police fund, the County Irflrmary, and
probably the Work House, and in part the
bealth departmment, are, I un lnluluth] de- |
pendent on this fund,

Legisinture does not meet until January, and
then the dificulty can be met only by in-
creasing the levy beyond its present limic, |

The Times-Star, an independent alternoom
paper, prints the tollowing:

U o anneuucetnent in Cincinnati that the
Scott Law had been declared ancoust itutional
created considerable interest unil conumenta
For many wonths the saloon men have been
resisting the payment of the tax, claiming
that o Democratic Court woulld repeal 1t As
the decision wus made by three Demcorats,
gich one elected by the anti-Seott Law move-
ment, the genoral public will believe that the
petion was the resuit of political persuasion,
The news talls heavily on the ears of the pocr
police, who will now have o walt for pay uue-
til tha Legisluture mects It will muke a
revolution nond a complication in county and
city floancinl matters, The saloon wen will
commence legal action to get back the #uu,-
OO0 paid In lnst year o this county awlons, |
The same will be trus all over the State. The
result un next Tuesday's eleotion 1s uncertain,
A large saloon vote mny be cast fur Cleve.
Jland on sccount of the decision. Aunyhow |
the vexod question will remain in polivics 1‘._.,
SO years luliger,

“Aunditor Browster was with the Times-
Star reporter when the decision was made
known bere, A fow moments belore the
Auditor had remarked that he thought the
Court would sustain the law,

solf i doeso b, what |

““The county will have to pay out sw,'
(00 that was collected last year, If it was
declared constitutional, 1 should have been
residy, 1 have here the names of UVEry per-
won liable for the tax in the county, The ar-
gument was made lately that 103 persons
evaded payment o yolr ago, Tli'-'\' wouldu't
have evaded this year. 1 got this list at the |
Culloctor's otfice,”

“T'he reporter counted 2,005 nnumes on the
books—n decrease in a year of 200 or more,
This shows that many have quit the busi- |
ness, Had the law been declared constity- |
tional 8375 would have been collected from |
ench one because of the pennlty.

“Several Hepublicans who have been dis-
eussing the probable fate of the law give the
opinion  that the disgust of taxpayers over
the decision will cause a great change in the
vote,” - _

Hody Found In the Bushes, |

PoRrTLAXD, Ure,, Oct, 3. —About a YOAr
ago Jumes Douglas, a wealthy stockman,
living in Palouse, Whitman County, Wash-
ington Territory, suddeunly ¢ isappeared while
out bunting cattle. A long and diligent
search was made, but without avail. It was
always thought that Douglas was murdered
by Indians but no direct evidence was ever
found. Yesterday a party of bunters found
Douglas’ remains secroted in a thick clurop
of bushes. There was evury appa; *suce that
he had been murdered by Indians

The police have not |
teen paid for three months, what now{ The |
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AFTERNOON ONLY, AT 2:30 P M.
No Possible Delay. No Disa gpomtment We
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WILD WEST ! WAGONS!
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(Next door to the Fimt Natlonal Bank), Maysville, Ky,
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DIAMONDS,SILVERWARE and CLOCKS
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Three Thrilling Battle Scenes!

Attacking a Stage Conch, The I‘nne Express, Indian Dances, Exel ing Hors Races, Shoot-
ing on Foot, shuotiog on Horsebnck, Las-olng Wila Bteers, Riding Boclk-
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A Visit West In Three Hours!

To see scenes it has cost thousands their lives to view,
Doors Open at1 P. M. We Show Rain or Shine.
Seating Copacity 10,000. Covered Grand Stand.

Our swinging around the circle beats them all !
ADMISSION 50 CENTS. - - CHILDREN 25 CENTS.

Reserved Grand Stand Seats Extra.

Rockford, Hamden,
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